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National Grape and Wine Initiative Elects 2010 Officers
SACRAMENTO, Calif. (February 17, 2010) – The National Grape and Wine Initiative (NGWI), an organization which works to focus research talent and money toward grape and wine research priorities, has elected its 2010 officers.  

The national organization is designed to bring juice, raisin, table and wine grape industries together to develop cross commodity research and extension. 
Elected as Chair at NGWI’s January board meeting was John Martini of New York’s Anthony Road Vineyards; as Vice Chair, Vicky Scharlau of the Washington Association of Wine Grape Growers; Richard Smith of California’s Paraiso Vineyards as Secretary-Treasurer; and Kathleen Nave, President of the California Table Grape Commission, holds the position of Past Chair.
“Our Board of Directors reflects a broad geography and a diverse mix of academic, industry and association members,” said Martini. “We look forward to continuing to work collaboratively with all segments of our country’s thriving grape industry, in addition to both academia and the government, to emphasize research and extension in order to strengthen America’s grape and grape product industries.”
Also re-appointed at the January board meeting were Chair of the Development Committee, Jerry Lohr of J. Lohr Winery and Chair of the Research Committee, Dr. Nick Dokoozlian of E & J Gallo Winery. Dokoozlian will be responsible for coordination of research priorities for all NGWI’s theme committees. Dr. Keith Striegler of the University of Missouri, Columbia, will chair the Extension and Outreach Committee. 
To learn more about NGWI, visit www.ngwi.org or contact Jean-Mari Peltier at 1-800-941-NGWI (6494).
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